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A MESSAGE FROM COLIN MAYES

For many Canadians, the word fAinfrastructureo typical/l
traffic delays, road diversions and orange construction signs in the summer. Hardly the stuff
that dreams are made of.

But these are not ordinary times and right now, the idea of infrastructure spending is whipping
up a great deal of enthusiasm across the country.

Why? Because right now, the Conservative government is pumping billions of dollars into the

Canadian economy in a way that will create jobs, stimulate spending and make a difference in

the hometowns of Canadians from Victoria to St. Johno:
when they drive to work, take their kids to hockey practice, transport their goods and services,

and travel around the country.

On January 27, the Conservative government delivered the 2009 Federal Budget. Part of this
budget, crafted to provide a major shot in the arm to the Canadian economy, involves doubling
infrastructure spending. It is a huge investment, the likes of which has not been seen in
decades and decades.

Infrastructure projects, such as building roads and bridges, improving water systems and
others, will create thousands of jobs for Canadians, and will provide work for many different
sectors of our economy.

I nfrastructure spending is more than simply putting a
Afdig there. o 't 6s the first i nk in a long <chain o]
reinvigorating the economy.

Wisely, the Conservative government has been preparing during the good times we have

enjoyed up until this point. Since taking office in 20
our national debt. Thatdés what responsible | eaders do:
credit so that if we find ourselves in a situation where a larger amount of money is needed in a

very short time, we can make the necessary investments without over -burdening our chil dr
generation.

Now that Parliament has resumed and the budget has been delivered, Canadians can see the

full scale of the intended infrastructure spending. In addition, we are seeing the details of the

other targeted stimulus that the Conservative government is delivering to keep Canada

working during this global economic crisis. Together, we are building a better tomorrow.

I nfrastructure spending is a key part of that. And i n
the future.

Yours Truly,

Colin Mayes
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Focus. Budget 2009
Housing

The Home Renovation Tax Credit (HRTC) will provide a temporary 15% income tax credit on
eligible home renovation expenditures for work performed, or goods acquired, after January 27,
2009 and before February 1, 2010. The credit may be claimed on eligible expenditures exceeding
$1,000, but no more than $10,000.

First:Ti me Home Buyersdéd Tax credit wi l {timephonebuyatse
Increase from $20,000 to $25,000 the amount that first-time home buyers can withdraw from their
RRSP to purchase a home.

Dedicating $400 million over two years for the construction of housing units for low-income seniors.

Jax Relief

The basic personal amount will be increased to $10,320 for 2009 from $9,600 in 2008, allowing
individuals to earn more income before paying federal income tax.

This government is raising the level at which the National Child Benefit supplement for low-income
families and the Canada Child Tax Benefit are phased-out, providing a benefit of up to $436 for a
family with two children.

We are providing up to an additional $150 of annual tax savings for low- and middle-income seniors through
$1,000 increase to the Age Credit Amount, for a total savings of $961.

Recreation

$500 million over two years will go to support construction of new community recreational
facilities and upgrades to existing facilities across Canada.

This initiative will support up to 50 percent of the total cost of eligible projects, with the
balance to be provided by provincial and municipal governments, community
organizations, and the private sector.

Facilities eligible under the Recreation Infrastructure in Canada (RInc) fund include those owned by municipalities,
First Nations, community organizations, and other not-for-profit entities.

Jobs

In Budget 2009, our government committed to extending work-sharing agreements by 14
weeks, to a maximum of 52 weeks, so more Canadians can continue working.

Canadadés providing $500 million over two years to extend
term training, benefiting up to 10,000 workers.

We are providing an additional $100 million over three years in the Aboriginal Skills and Employment Partnership
(ASEP) initiative, expected to support the creation of 6,000 jobs for Aboriginal Canadians.

Infrastructure

Our government is providing $130 million for improving travel across Canada with
improvements to the Trans-Canada highway.

The government wil/l invest $80 million tol ensure thpht Can
United States remains secure and efficient as well as up to $42 million for federal bridges
in need of rehabilitation throughout Canada.

The Government of Canada and the provinces are discussing priority infrastructure
projects that could be approved soon. The result will be construction starts on major infrastructure projects across
Canada in 2009 and 2010.

Working with provinces and territories, at least $900 million in joint funding will be brought forward and invested in
infrastructure projects to be constructed over the next two years.
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